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ABORIGINAL COMMUNITY CONTROLLED ORGANISATION (ACCO) STRATEGY 2022 TO 2032 
Statement by Minister for Community Services 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Community Services) [12.18 pm]: I rise to inform the house of 
the launch of the Department of Communities’ Aboriginal community controlled organisation (ACCO) strategy 
2022 to 2032. Last week, I was pleased to join the Minister for Housing; Homelessness for the Department of 
Communities’ launch of the ACCO strategy in Fremantle. Aboriginal people across the state have consistently 
told us that to truly improve outcomes, Aboriginal communities must lead the way and that that is best achieved 
through community-based and family-led solutions. The new strategy aims to increase opportunities for Aboriginal 
community–controlled organisations to deliver culturally appropriate services for Aboriginal children, families and 
communities. The strategy aligns with several priority reform areas and socio-economic targets identified within 
the National Agreement on Closing the Gap and aims to empower Aboriginal children, families and communities 
to determine their own futures through ACCO-led service delivery. 
ACCOs play an important role in delivering culturally secure services to Aboriginal people across WA. These 
services range from housing, child protection, disability support and youth justice to family and domestic violence. 
The state government has also allocated $3.4 million to assist Aboriginal community–controlled organisations to 
progress towards targets in the National Agreement on Closing the Gap for the next four years, and I want to 
acknowledge the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs for his leadership in this area. Grants from the fund will go towards 
delivering high-quality sustainable services for Aboriginal people and communities in the sectors of early childhood 
education and care, housing, health and disability. 
The Department of Communities is committed to reform, particularly in the way that it commissions and delivers 
services to Aboriginal children, families, and communities. The 10-year strategy was developed by representatives 
from 11 ACCOs across the state, alongside the Departments of Communities and Finance. I thank all those who 
contributed. This strategy is the first step. To conclude, I quote ACCO strategy project working group co-chair 
Joslyn Eades-Tass, who said — 

It is our responsibility to ensure a genuine collaborative approach at all levels with a commitment that we 
are all working together to achieve better outcomes for Aboriginal children, families and communities in 
Western Australia. 

This strategy is a foundation for enduring reform to ensure that Aboriginal people are at the core of our business 
and can determine the services that best fit their needs. 
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